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ABOUTTHEPUBLICATION

LIGHTENINGAFRICAisathematicpublicationthatwillshowcaseAfrican

aestheticmindsonmonthlybasis.OURIMMORTALHEROESANDHEROINES

isthefirstofallandsubsequentoneswillbeputtothepublicincoming

months.Astagged,certainconceptsappertainingtoAfricawillbeunveiledby

homebaseartistsaswellasthoselivingindiaspora,soyoucansendyour

worksoncethesubmissionwindowisopen.

Thispublicationwillnotconsidervulgarentriesoranysubmissionwitha

tingeofracism orreligiousorethnicupsetsasartisageneralentity,natural,

andagiftforall.

Submissionwindowopensonthe1stofeverymonthandclosesonthe

14th.Andsubsequentthemeswillbeannouncedatthelastpageofthe

publicationaswellasonourwebsiteandourmediaaccounts.Formore

information,visitourwebsiteatwww.artingarena.com.

Todownloadoursubsequentpublicationsandotherexternal

publications,visitourwebsite.Andforavertsorpartneringcontracts,sendan

emailtocustomerservice@artingarena.com,givingfulldetailsofthescheme.

DesignedbyARTINGARENAGraphicsDesignTeam.
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EDITORIALLedbyOyinBimbo.

OurImmortalHeroes-Theylived,leftandlives...

Soselfexplanatory.Itsaiditall.Ourimmortalheroesand

heroines,theylived,leftandlives.It'ssuchashockingonethatin

theintendedwilltosatisfythetheme,artistswentoffbaseto

submitpiecesthatareunacceptable.Whilesomesentmailstoour

editoraskingformoreexplanation.

Inrespecttothat,wereceived97submissionsandchoseto

featurethelittlethat¹Adheretotherulesandregulationsguiding

thesubmission.²Submittedbythinkinginlineandatthesame

timeoutsidethebox.³Satiatedouraestheticrequirements.

Thinkofanyimmortal,thinkofanyheroorheroinethathad

donesomethingremarkablyunforgettable.That'ssimplywhatwe

require.Theylived,beforeus.Somediedwhilewehadknown

them togetherwithwhattheydo,andbelaythat,theyarenotdead,

theylives,andlivesforever.Thatiswhytheyareregarded

immortals.

Thispublicationwillrevealwhatimmortalityisintotality,how

itwasachieved,andhowitcouldbeachieved.

Lastly,ontheinterviewsection,wediscoveredaninteresting

artist,OgunnaikeDavid(OOD).Aloverofdiagrammaticpoetry

from Nigeria.Readonuntothelastpagestodiscovermoreofhim.

Hewouldsatiateyourthirsttoknowmoreofhim,whathedoes,

andhowhedoeswhathelovestodo.



Immortality

Immortalityinitsmostsuccinctdefinitioniseternallife.Itcan

alsoberegardedasanunendingexistence.Andbasically,the

exemptionfrom death.Thesethreeindependentdefinitionsums

uptoonesinglepointwhichmakesanyimmortalentitycontinue

andneverceasetoexist.Bearinmind,thatabsenceofageingis

anothersubtlepointtoconsider.Ageingisasummationofthe

aggregatealterationstothemolecularandcellularstructureofan

organism,whichthereafterwillresultinfurtherancetometabolic

activities,andasmoreandmoreincreaseisachieved,justasthe

lawofdiminishingreturnsstated,abreakdownofmetabolism (e.g

celllosswithoutreplacement,damageintheDNA,cellsenescence,

mutationsinthemitochondria,aggregationofthelysosomes,

immunesystem declineetc)occurs,leadingtodeath.Absenceof

ageingdefinatelywillprovidehumansandorganism with

biologicalimmortality,however,itiswithabiologicalimmortality

whichisvulnerabletodeathbydiseaseconditionsorphysical

trauma,andenvironmentalchange.Itisthenafactunconcealed,

thatanorganism thathasthemazeofageingsolvedcannotbe

regardedasbeingimmortal,asimmortalitytendstoextendabove

thetragedyaccustomedtodeath.Isthisconcepthenceachievable?

DefinitionsAndConjecturesFrom CertainFields.

Religeous

Immortalityinreligionmakesstandonbothimmortalityinthe

physicalrealm anddwellsmostlyonmoreofspiritualafterlife,

whichisthetranscendenceintoparadise,wherehumanswho

satisfiestherequirementsaresaidtoliveforever.



AncientGreekreligionbelievedthatimmortalityinthephysical

isachievablebyanexternalexistenceasadisembodieddeadsoul,

somemenandwomenwerebelievedtohaveinheritedimmortality

andwerebroughtbacktoliveinElysium (paradise),heaven,or

beneaththeearth,considerZeus.

Also,itishighlyanticipatedinlargepartsofChristianityand

Islam andHinduism andTaoism thatalltruebelieversofthe

respectivebeliefsandmoralsappertainingtopersonaland

interpersonalrelationshipwillonedayresurrectintoimmortality,in

aspiritual-physicalentwinedform,somewhereinaplacecalled

paradise.Butthelatterprocessissaidtocommenceafterdeath.

Scientific

Whileimmortalityremainedanunsolvedriddle,some

organismssuchasbacteria,hydra,planarianwormsandthejelly

fishexhibitsbiologicalimmortalitywhichsimplyindicatesan

absenceorageingorcessationofageingataparticularpoint,

accompaniedbyrejuvenation.

Bacteriareproducethroughbinaryfission.Aprocessthatsees

aparentbacterium splittingitselfintotwoidenticaldaughtercells

whicheventuallysplitthemselvesaswell.Thisprocessrepeats,

ensuringtheparentbacterium continuestoliveonthroughthe

furthersplittingofthedaughters.Thisgivesanhinttooneofthe

elixirsofimmortalitythataredisclosedinthispublication.

Turritopsisdoohmi,ajellyfishonewhichafterbecominga

sexuallymaturedadultcantransform itselfintosomekindof

polypform.Turritopsisdoohmicanconstantlyrepeatsthiscyclein

unlimitedchancesthatitmayhaveanunendinglifespan.



However,thesebiologicalsamplescanbedisallowedto

continuetheirprocessbydeathconditionsbasedontraumaand

environmentalconditions.Buthowdotheheroesandheroinesthis

publicationheapspraisesonachievedthisconceptofimmortality?

Readon...

Fiction

Immortalityisapopularsubjectinfictionalpieces,especially

infantasyfictions.Overtheyears,therehasbeenendlessstories

ofacharacterseekingtheelixirofimmortalityandthereby

becomingsomethingoffnaturalness.Wehaveseencharacters

totallyimmortalandinvulnerabletoage,deathandalsoimmuneto

diseases.However,suchpowerfulimmortalscanonlybekilledor

forcedtohibernationbycounterpartsinthesamepowerstate.

Also,storytellersoftensimplifiesthefeatbygivingaweaknessto

theseindestructiblebeings,likevampiressusceptibletosunlight

andsilver.Fictionalpieceshasshownusnoboundtohow

immortalitycanbeachievedbystorieswithrelatednessto

vampires,werewolves,elves,cyborgsandsoonbybiological,

scientificandsupernaturalmeans.Howthendoweliveforeverif

theseareconsideredfiction,wedefinatelywon'tturnintooneof

theabovementionedthings.



OnceLived,NonlivingAndLiving-ByVictorLucky.

Menlikegods

Theoneswiththeheartoflions

Themortalswithimmortalnature

Thosewhoarecalledrealmanintimeofcrisis

Thinedeedscanneverbeforgotten

Thinewordskeepstheealiveforthousandyears

Yearebeingcelebratedforthystrength,wisdom,influence,initiativeandvictory

Thoughthouartgoneasmortalsbutyelivedandstilllivingasimmortals

Ohhowthemightyhadfallingisneverusedtoqualifyanddescribethinedeath

Becauseyearestillliving

Andarestillconqueringthroughanotherlife(thinedeeds)

Yearereflectiononearththatcannotdisappear

Tillinfinityitcanbepointedto

Yefightandbattlewithsorrows

Tocreateabettertomorrow

Yerefusepleasuretogivepleasures

Tothee,sacrificeislove

Tothee,fightingforabetterworldisaffection

Tothee,tearsinbattlesisemotion

Tothee,standingforthepeopleisservice

Thouhastshewthystrengthindimension,inlove,inforce,incommand,insacrifice,

andinservice

Surelytheseareomensthatinterprettheeasmortals,immortals,godsandonce

lived,livingnon-livinglivingHeroesandHeroines.



...Immortalityistoliveyourlifedoingworthwhilethingsand

leavingamarkbehindbutwhatIseekisadeviation.Presumably,

justasI'vedone,mostofushavesecretlyand/orignorantlyhoped

andworktowardsimmortality.Toliveandleave,andnotjustlive

andleave,buttoliveandleaveanamebehindwhichwillnever

leave,butliveforeverinthisworld.

Throughlegacy,throughmarriage,throughevolution,and

revolution.Throughobsessionwithart;literature,visual,applied,

andperforming.Throughquestforfameandname-thedesirefor

power,seekingtreasuresandforgingprogress,castingdown

imaginationsandbuildingstrongholds,we'reaimingimmortality.

I'm awriter,myworkswilllivewhenI'm gone,Ihopethey'llbreathe

topeopleandserveasalampjustasbooksoftheseimmortals:

William Shakespeare,MarcusTulluisCicero,ChinuaAchebe,

WakiniCharityKuria,etc,andspokenwordsofFranklin.D.

Roosevelt,andMartinLutherKingJr.

Myworkswillbemyghost,whichwillliveforever.I'm immortal!

WhatelsedoIseek?...

{Excerptsfrom OyinBimbo'sLive,Leave,Live...(L³)

PublishedbyATMarstianliteraryplatform.©2019}



TheEndO'Life-ByOyinBimbo

Failureissuccessturnedinsideout

asrejectionisacceptanceturnedinsideout

I'dturnnow,iftheybeclothing.

Behold!Isay;Failureisnottheendo'life

thereishopeforatreecutatthemiddle

evendeathisnottheendo'life

onceaburiedseed–bemywitness.

Whatfatecouldbeworsethanfailureanddeath?

I'dsaythediscontinuityoflife,afterdeath!

TheClergymanpreachedElysium,Ispakeofanother.

Thefailuretoliveandleave,andnotjustliveandleave

buttoliveandleave,andfailtoleaveasignbehind

whichwillneverleave,butliveforeverinthisworld--

--thatisdeathafterlife,thatisdeathafterdeath.

Thefailuretodoso–theutmostfailure,theendoflife.



GoneButNotForgotten-ByKennyPeace

Brave,strong,bold,stood,stand,standingforjustice

Liberationbreakingloosefrom theshaklesofcaptivities

Bypeoplewiththeheartofgods

Can'tbeforgotten

Hiddensacrificewithgreaterlosses

Buildingwithpain,restoringhope

Theycame,theysaw,theyconquered

Theylivetilleternity

Memorabiliastatue

Tokeepinmindthedate,tokeepinmindtheevent

Gonebutnotforgotten



Hereis

Ogunnaike

David.Anartist

whotooktohis

creativemindto

causeustoawe

byhis

submission-

Ògún.

Slidedownto

viewhis

calligraphic

poetryonÒgún

aswellashis

interview

sectionwithus.



Ògún-ByÒgúnnáìkeDavid



InterviewSection

Artistsareindescribable.Talkaboutevolutionofman,talk

aboutartists.Haveyouheardoftheterm sixthsense?Artists

exhibitsitduly.It'saterm thatspeaksoftheirability.

Theyarebeingsthatwon'tseefrom thepresentalone,butcan

lookatthepast,createareplicaofit,polishingitwithpaintsofthe

presentandtherebyproduceaninsightofthefuturistichappening

-theworldasitcouldbe.

Inthispublication,wecan'tbeproudertohavediscoveredthis

artist,OgunnaikeDavid,onewhowouldn'tjustwritepoetryalone,

hedrawsthem too.Whilewearereceivingentries,hewowedus

withanancientrecapofadeity-Ògún.Ògúnfitsasalegendand

asadeityaccordingtoYorubamythology.What'swritteninthe

calligraphypoetryabovementionedIdanre,atownOgunstill

guardsbyturninghimselftothegreatIdanreHilluptilltoday.

ReferencewasalsomadetotheBiafrawarthathappenedtillit

wasquenchedatỌ̀rẹ̀,anotherlocationatOndoState.Thisisan

appreciationandpreservationofourindigenousYorùbáheroes,

godsandimmortal.

WithÒgúnnáìkeDavid

-WhoisOgunnaikeDavid?

OgunnaikeDavidisagraduateofTaiSolarin

UniversityofEducation,whoonlystudiedEnglish

languageforthesakeofcomingincontactwithLiterature-

in-English.From theoutset,Ihavealwaysbeenattracted

byBiblestoriesandmoonlighttalesandhavealways

fabricatedstoriestothateffect.



Mosttimesmyparentsevendetectmyliesfrom the

wayIembellisheventscreatedfrom myimagination.So

insteadoflyingcontinously,theyadvisedmetostart

attemptingstorytelling.

-WhatconnectsOgunnaikeDavidwithpoetry.Andnotjust

writingpoetry,evendrawingit?

MymainfuseaboutSundayseversinceIwasachild

istolistentoBiblestoriesandmostimportantlycollect

weeklymemoryverseswhichwereprintedtorepresent

shapesofwhateverthelessonwasabout,rangingfrom

Fish,tojar,table,food,etc.

ThoseshapeswerewhatactuallycaptivatedmeandI

keptthosestoriesinmyheart.

Afterbeingadmittedintotheuniversityin2009,I

realisedtherewasthiseverconstanturgetoexpress

myselfandpoetrywasjusttheonlygenremyheadcould

form.

However,afterwritingvolumes,IrealisedIwasn't

reallysatisfiedwiththeconventionalwayofwriting,untilI

flashedbacktothememoryverseshapesIenjoyedduring

Sundayschoolandimportedthestyleintopoetry.

ItwaslaterIdiscoveredthatProfNiyiOsundarehave

alwaysadoptedthesamestyle,whileApollinairehave

calledthisstyleCalligrams.



-Defendtheconceptofdiagrammaticpoetry.Whatisit?

Calligrams/drawingpoemsiscreativityintwofolds.

Poemsarecreativeexpressionsontheirownand

drawingsarealsoascreativeastheycome.Yetthefusion

ofthetwomeanswherethemeaningofanimagestops,

thewordswillbeabletosuffice;andwherethemeaning

ofwordsarerestricted,theimagewillbeableto

compliment.Calligram isawayofallowingpeople

appreciatethewordsandthentheimageatthesametime.

Itistheblendofwitandskill.Itissomethingtoadopt

shouldanyonefeellikehavingpoemsasawallpaperor

havingawallpaperasapoem.

Itcouldalsobeusedforadverts,asit'sawildgenre

ofcreativityonitsown.

It'samodernworld,howcouldyouthinkofOgunasahero

worthremembrance?Orisitbecauseyou'reOGUNnaike?

Smiles...

Anindigenousadagesays"Ilelatiíkóẹ̀ṣọ́ròde"...

Meaningcharitybeginsfrom home.Beforeanyonecould

bepickedasahero,legendswhooriginatefrom one's

ancestralpathsshouldbescrutinisedfirst.Havethese

legendsbeenpraisedenough?Shouldwebecauseof

westernizationdoawaywithourownphilosophy,myth,

heroesandconcepts?Whenweleaveourheroes

uncelebrated,willsomeoneelsepickthem upand

celebratethem forus?



We'vealwayshadGreeksandRomanscelebrating

theirgodsofwarandevenmakingmoviesintheir

memorialannually.Thoraswarringgodevenhadhis

conceptconceivedandpresentedbyMarvelStudiosto

childrenfrom allovertheworldinform ofmoviesand

animation.Yetwekeepdemonisingourowngodsand

shuttingthem outofanimations,literaturesandthemedia.

ThereforemyfocusonÒgúnisratheralate

interventiontohelpYorùbáheroessurvivetheculture

sweepinventedbytheWhiteseversincetheinceptionof

colonisation.

LikeIalsomentionedtheadageofcharitystarting

from home,IpurposelychoseÒgúnduetotheformation

ofmysurnameitself.OgunnaikeinÌjẹ̀búmeans"Ògún

pampers"..."Ògúnníìkẹ̀"iswhatwaslatercorruptedto

becomeOgunnaike-insinuatingthatdespitebeingagodof

war,hestillhasfatherlytraits,eventotheextentofloving

andpampering.(Interviewer:-"Thisisaamazing")

-Thepieceiswritteninyourmother'stongue,wouldyou

writeabookorcreateacollectionofartworksinyour

language?

Yes!Charitybeginsfrom home.IfIhavetheballsto

expressmyselfinanotherman'slanguageandevenstudy

thatwithinthefourwallsofauniversity,Ibetterhavethe

nervenottorelegatemymothertongueanddothesame

toothen.



-Ifyes,wewouldliketopublishitinourpublishinghouse

andreinstatethelocaltasteofYorubatoawaiting

audience?

Ofcourse.Ihavealreadybeentranslatingsome

EnglisharticlesintoYorùbálanguageforsomemedia

housesduringmyfreetimeandhopeIpublishatleastone

bookinYorùbálanguagetoo.

-Whatisartinitsgeneralform toOgunnaikeDavid?

ArtmeansArbitrarilyRepresentingThoughtstome.A

prefectartmustbeanartthatatitsexistencemust

inspireanotherart.Ifapoem caninspirebeingawallpaper,

whichcanalsoinspirebeingusedfor3Dtiling,toinspire

beinganadvert-thenit'saperfectart.

Theaestheticrepresentationofone'sthoughttillit

attracts,andresonatesthemindofaudiencetothepoint

ofitbeingcovetedandlustedafter,evenatthepointof

transformationintoanotherform isart.

-Youraim asanartist?

8.Myaim asanartististopreachpeaceandbring

peaceintotheworld.85%ofcriminalsintheworldbegan

asvictimsofdomesticviolenceanddysfunctionalhomes.

Somytargetsince170daysagohasbeencouples.



I'vebeenwritingpoemsthemedonlove,bondingand

halttodomesticviolencedailyandhopetodothatfor365

daysinabidtograduallyslowdownthenumberof

divorceesintheworld.Thatmonsterneedstobestopped.

-Somethingforartistsoutthere(asinadvice,callto

action)

Originality,peace,moderation,didacticism and

culturalheritageareartisticethicsthatshouldalwaysbe

upheld.Ourartisticplatformsshouldalwaysbeusedasa

medium ofprotesttoo,insteadofendangeringlotsoflife

onlytoendupwithinternationalpityandcondolences.

-Ifyou'retomakeafiat,onewhichAfricainentiretymust

obey,whatwoulditbe?

LeteverythingbemadeinAfrica.Whatcannotbe

madeinAfricashouldnotbeusedinAfricauntilitismade

inAfrica;becauseifwedonotdevelopandpatronise

ourselves,noonewill.

-HowdoyouthinkAfricacanstepuphergameandbethe

continentwealldesire?

Byadoptingacryptocurrencyandmakingalltherest

oftheworldtradeinthatcurrencyiftheywantanytrading

totakeplacewithAfricancountries.Itmustbestrictly

madeinAfrica



MadeinAfricaandforAfrica...From artto

applications,...Everything.Let'sstartcateringfor

ourselves.Peoplewon'tvaluewhatwedonotvalue

-SomethingaboutARTINGARENA

ArtingArenaisthecanvasofartinAfrica.Itisthe

paletteapproachablebyeveryoneforthepurposeof

artisticexpression,anditmustcontinuethatway.

Theyhavesetupthetoneofinnovation,contentand

originalityontheglobeandmustkeepupthegoodwork.





SUBMITTOUS

Whatdoyoudoasanartist?Doyouwrite,paint,

sketch...

WeatArtingArenaareopenallthroughtheyearfor

submission.Allyouhavetodoisvisitthelinkandfollow

therulesandregulationsguidingthesubmission.Welook

forwardtoreceivingyourworks.Tosubmit,visitour

websiteorclickhere.



ARTINGARENAMONTHLYMINIMAGAZINE-JuneEdition

(VOL2

Andwearehappytoannouncethethemeforournext

publication.ThethemeisBEAUTY.

Whatisbeautytoyou?Ifit'sanentitylacedinan

image,andimageryisthepartofartthatgotyou,sendus

animageexhibitingthethemeviaphotography,painting,

sketchingoranymeanthroughwhichimagerycanbe

achieved.

Ifbeautytoyoucanbebeatendowntowords,send

usfictionorcreativenonfictionpieces(articlesand

essays)thatbestconverysthetheme.

Andifyou'reaSpokenWordartist,andyou'vegot

vocallinesthatwoulddenotethethemeinvoice

expression,let'shearyoutoo.

Tosubmit,visitourwebsiteorclickhere.

Tofollowourfacebookpageforupdates,clickhere.




