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AboutThePublication;

LIGHTENINGAFRICAisathematicpublicationthat

willshowcaseAfricanaestheticmindsmonthly.

Astagged,certainconceptsappertainingtoAfrica

willbeunveiledbyhomebaseartistsaswellas

thoselivinginthediaspora.Soyoucansendyour

worksoncethesubmissionwindowisopen.

Thispublicationwillnotconsidervulgarentriesor

anysubmissionwithatingeofracism orreligious

orethnicupsetsasartisageneralentity,natural,

andagiftforall.

Thesubmissionwindowopensonceamagazineispublishedandcloses

asdeclared.Subsequentthemeswillbeannouncedontheendingpagesof

thepublicationaswellasonourwebsiteandourmediaaccounts.For

moreinformation,visitourwebsiteatwww.artingarena.com.

Todownloadoursubsequentpublicationsandotherexternalpublications,

visitourwebsite.Andforadvertsorpartneringcontracts,sendanemailto

customerservice@artingarena.com,givingfulldetailsofthescheme.

DesignedbyARTINGARENAGraphicsDesignTeam.
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Editorial;

BlackisbeautifulisamovementwhoserootcouldbetracedtotheNégritudemovementstagedin

the1930s.ThemovementarguedfortheroleofaPan-Africanracialidentityamongpeopleof

Africandescentworldwide.

ItalsobeganintheUnitedStatesinthe1960sbyAfrican-Americanandwaslaterspreadtillitfound

footbeyonditsorigin,becomingprominentinthewritingofBlackConsciousnessMovementby

SouthAfricanSteveBiko.

"Whenyousay'Blackisbeautiful'youaresaying,'Manyouareokayasyouare,begintolookupon

yourselfasahumanbeing'."~StevenBiko.

Themovementaimstotacklethenotionthattheblack-skinnedraceisrelativelyuglyandareless

attractive,admirableandsignificanttothewhites.Italsoencouragedastopintheskintoning

throughlighteningorbleaching,andhairhennaing;intendingtoeliminateidentifiedblacktraits.

OnThePublication;

Wecansay;withreferencetofactsandfiguresthatthisisourbestpublicationyet.Aclaim validated

bythereasonoftheclamourintraffic,engagement,aswellasentriesreceived.

WeareclaimingthatBlackisBeautiful.Notethatwearenottelling,orpushingthismovement.We

areshowingthatblackisbeautiful.

What'salreadyinexistenceisworthshowing–comeandsee.

OnTheTheme;

'BlackIsbeautiful'isathemecoinedoutoftheneedtorevealtheingrainedgraceinthecolour

'BLACK'withwhatitdepicts.

AsAfricaandherhabitationsareconsideredablacksociety,theneedtoutter,iterate,andreiterate,

ofwhichcannotbeoveremphasized,thatAfrica'sblackistrulybeautiful.

WhatToExpect;

Poems,articles,images,quotes;allrevealingonething;ThebeautifulblackofAfrica.
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BlackIsBeautiful(audioreferencedbelow)-By

JamarRolandoMcNaughton(Chronixx)

MakingreferencetoJamaican(Chronixx)JamarRolandoMcNaughton's"BlackIsBeautiful"

Chronology,VirginEMIRecords,2017,track9.

chronixx.com
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FunctionalBlack-ByOyinBimbo;CEOArtingArena.

BlackIsBeautiful;

thismaysoundoffbasebutgivemetalkingtime

blackistheachromaticcolourofmaximum darkness

andyetIsayBlackisBeautiful?

Yes!BlackisBeautiful.AsIspeakofanotherblack.

BlackisBeautiful;

nowIhavetalkingtime,andsoIwillspeakon

blackistheadjectivethatdescribesathingdevoidoflight

andstillIsayBlackisBeautiful?

Yes!BlackisBeautiful.AsIspeakofanotherblack.

BlackisBeautiful;

nowthatIcanspeak,andyou'relistening,let'sfindanswers

checkthesynonymsofblackinthedictionaryandthesaurusandsee

doIstillsayblackisBeautiful?

Yes!BlackisBeautiful.AsIspeakofanotherblack.

BlackisBeautiful;

thedictionaryandthethesaurusgavetheiranswers

Bleak,Lugubrious,Atrocious,Callous,Keel

isblackstillbeautiful?

Yes!BlackisBeautiful.AsIspeakofanotherblack.

TheblackIspeakofisonewithoutrelatednesstocolourorlight

Iam notmyhair;Iam notmyskin;

Imaylackmelaninorhavelittleofit;

mynosemaybebroadandmylipsthickandmyhairsobsidianandnappy;

TheblackIshamelesslyclaim andrepresentisafunctionofmysoul:

resilience,strength,power,andanunnumberedlistofvirtuesarethewatersfrom it'sfountain

Iam black

BlackisBeautiful.



8

Black-BySivaDas.

Blackisabeautifulcolour.

Blackisanaturalcolour.

Blackisauniquecolour.

Blackisadivinecolour.

Blackisthecolourofattraction.

Blackisthecolourofunity.

Blackisthecolourofintegrity.

Blackisthecolouroffreedom.

Blackisthecolourofpower.

Blackisthecolouroftogetherness.

Blackisthecolourofself-reliance.

Blackisthecolourofromance.

Blackisthecolourofresistances.

Blackisthecolourofadventure.

Blackisthecolourofhope.

Blackisthecolouroftherich.

Blackisthesymbolofhealthandwealth.

Blackisthecolourofcompetency.

Blackisthecolourofrichtradition.

Blackisthecolourofconfidence.

Blackisthecolouroftolerance.

Blackisthecolouracceptingallchallenges.

Thecolourofblackisalwayssuperiortoallcolours.
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BLACK.ByOgunremiTaiwoIsaac.

Haveyoueversatdown

toreasonthiscolourup-down?

Ortrytosnapit'sbeautywiththemindcamera?

Well,followcloselytoknowtheunknown!

Blacksymbolizesstrength;

Whatdoyouthinkisthereason?

Whyyourhairisblacksinceyouarerisen?

Blackanduniquenesswalkhandstogether;

howdoImean?

Blackwillremaindifferentforever!

Blackshieldsandcannotlose,never!

Mypenisblack,mythoughtIdon'tknowifit'sblack.

Hey,Blackdoesnotnecessarilymeanevil,

Mangaveitthename,andtaggedittodevil.

Bestdesirable,and;

Leastdependent

African'sdignity;

Costbutgivenfreely,andunique'cosit

Keepssecret

BLACKisBeautiful.
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ROOT-ByShedracksJoyAdaora.

Blackisdepthandtruth;

Mytruth.

Blackisattitudeandculture;

Myculture.

Blackisthatticklingsoundsof

chains,speakingliberationand

freedom;myfreedom.

Blackiswhatmakesmestandout,

asapersonofcolor.

Blackistobefreeandblack

ismyroot.
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BlackIsBeautiful-ByD'UniqueGem.

I'm living,

withthebodydecoratedwithlight;

insunIshine;inmoon,Ilight,

withnofright,Iexitovertheuniverse.

Black,

thecolorthatdefinedmyidentity;

I'm bravetorevealittotheworld,

withnowordthatI'm anAfrican.

Black,

wherethesoulsoflegendslie,

testwithloveandpeacebetween;

black!Themelodiesofholiness.
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Isn'tblackbeautiful-

ByOletuOghenenyoreCornelius.

Myraceisstrong,

Bornofsteel;strongwill.

Onlyinthebeholder'seyes

WillIbeappreciated.

Power,beauty,perfection.

Ineednoretouching

SoIdon'tendupazebra

Withdarkandwhitepatch

LikePittsburghtrapped

InCaliforniasunset.

Ihavethegreatestlove

Allcoloraboundinme

Shieldingthem from thesun.

Itaketheoddtomakethem shine.

WhileIburn,

Becomingdarknessinthesun.

Isn'tblackbeautiful?
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Black,tintedwithatouchofgold,yes,GoldIsaid-

ByAbigailIsaac.

Africaisn'tjustaname,it'sourHeritage

Agiftfrom ourancestorswhoseskinaredarkandheartfilledwithtreasures

Thebrainthatgoesintotrans

Andwithskillfulhandsbringtolifetheimaginationsoftheirdream

Africaisaheritagethatneverdies

Heritagefilledwithstrengthandpower

Transferredfrom generations

Oh,howwechantwithourancestors

Theyareneverfarbutclose

Theirworksspeaksthroughevenfrom thelandofthedead

Ourdarkskinisourstrongweapon

Withthedarkskincomeslotsofinspirationsthatnaturallyflowsthroughourveins

InourNativenameswetellourstory

InIgbo

"Onwuasueze"Deathdoesn'tforbidaking

"Ezeadakonobi"Royaltydoesn'tleaveaclan

Ourculture,OurHeritage

Oneweareproudof

Africaourveryown

AllHailourRoyalty.
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BlackisMagical-ByVictorOnyebuchi.

Theysayblackisbeautiful

Isayblackismagical

Iwalkinmajestywithheadraisedup

ShouldershighasIthreadlikeaking

Thewhitemantookweblackoverseasfor

ourstrength,ourtoughness

Yes,mycolourispower

WhenIstance,youseetheAfricanbuffalo

WhenIspeak,youheargreatness

Myruggednessdepictsinnatestrength

Iam likenoother,anenigma

Iam notjustacolour

Iam aphenomena

Iam beauty,Iam hope,Iam chivalry

Iam likealioninthewild,acheetahonthehunt

Myprowessisliketheperfecteaglelofty

LiketheAfricanhyena,Ilaughattrouble

Anancestryofwonderfultradition

Myrootsarebliss

Iam noordinaryskin

Iam African,Iam BLACK.
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Aworkofart-ByMayor_Art.
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Iam Black.ByEjike-EzeaniVivian

(QueenChija).

Iam Black

itisnotmycolour,itsnotmyname

neitherisitmyrace

Iam Black

itisme

myperson,theMeIchosetobe

notthetitlethepalefacegaveme

Iam Black

itiswhoIam

theuniquenessofbeingme

Iam notjustanybody,Iam Black
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InterviewSection-FeaturingEjike-EzeaniVivian

(QueenChija);amodel,andacompere.
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Andthiswouldaffirm ourclaim atArtingArenathatweareintocreativity;andcreativityinits

whole.Thistimeournetworkofdiscoveryhasfoundacreativemind;Ejike-EzeaniVivian(Queen

Chija),amodelandacompere.

Readontoseeourchatwithamindfrom anothergenreofart.

Interviewer-WelcometoArtingArena.Thissectionwouldseeusinterviewingyoubasedon

whatyoudo;modeling.ThisinsinuatesthatatArtingArena,creativityiswhatweareafter.

Anythingrelatedtoaestheticcreation,andshowcasingit;thatisourvisionandmission.Once

again,welcome,andthanksforbeinghereforus.

WhoisEjike-EzeaniVivian(QueenChija)?

Answer-Ejike-EzeaniVivianisa26yroldModel,ModelInstructor,andCompere,bornand

raisedinOnitsha.Shehailsfrom Umukegwu,AkokwainIdeatoLGAofImoState,acertified

ElectricalandElectronicsEngineergraduateofFederalPolytechnicOko.

Interviewer-Thenextquestionshouldbewhathasacademiccontributedinyourcareer.But

theyaren'trelated.

Howdidyouchoseyourcareer?

Answer-IhavealwayshadthisflairformodelingandfashionaspeoplekeptaskingmeifIwas

amodel.AfterrealizingthisissomethingI'dlovetodo,Igottrainedandventuredintoit.

Interviewer-Beingamodel,whatisthefirstrequiredthingyouhavetodo?

Answer-Ihadtotrainasamodelforayear,learntthebusinessaspectofmodelingaswell.

Ihadapersonalinstructor,MrFelixAmobi,andlateronlearntthebusinessaspectfrom Mr

Akeem Shittu,MrUchennaObizobaandMrDavidsonOkoro.

I'dsayIhadprivatetutors.

Interviewer-Andwhatismodeling?

Answer-Modelingistheartofexhibiting,showcasing,advertising,anddisplayingthecreative

workofanartistforcreativepurposeaswellascommercialpurposes.Theartistcanbeawriter,

aphotographer,acontentcreator,afashiondesigner,amakeupartistetc.

Interviewer-Whatinspiresyoutomodeling?

Answer-Beingacreativeperson,modelinggivesmetheroom tobeveryartistic,sothis

inspiresmetokeepmodeling.

Interviewer-Youfirstmodelingexperience,tellusaboutit.

Answer-ItwasanoutdoorphotoshootwithKolexPhotography.Havingtogivedifferentposes,

andforthefirsttimeatamechanicworkshop.Aftertakingalotofpicturesonlyonecameout

nice.
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Interviewer-Whatarethechallengesyoufacedasamodel?

Answer-Modelsfaceawholelotofchallenges.Buttomentionafew:asamodel,Ihadpeople

judgeme(becauseofthementalitypeoplehaveofmodelsbeingprostitutes),I'vealsohadmen

makeadvancestowardsmebecauseofthatsamementality,thebiggestchallengewasgetting

jobsbecauseIcouldn'tgetintoagoodmodelingagency,Ihadtodosomefreestuffforpeople.

Itwasquitedifficultforawhile,butwegoodnow,yay!

Interviewer-Aboutbeinggoodnow,congratulations.Inmodeling,doyouhavelimitations?What

arethethingsyoucanneverdo?

Answer-FornowthingsIwouldn'tdoare:Ican'thavepiercingstofitintoaparticular

descriptionforanyCreativeDirector,anotheris,Ican'tgobald(smile).

Interviewer-Brieflytalkaboutthesociallifeofamodel.

Answer-Modelsaretrainedtobeextrovertsbecauseitisneededineverythingaboutmodeling.

From runwayshows,outdoorshoots,videoshootsetc,amodellearnstosocializeinorderto

workwellwithotherartisticpeoplelikemakeupartists,photographers,videographersandother

modelstoo.Inrarecaseswehavemodelswhoareintrovertsandaredoingwellintheindustry.

Interviewer-Aretheredisciplinesrelatedtoyourcareer?Likenutrition,fitness,etc.Tellusmore.

Andhowyoucope.

Answer-Yeah,awholelot.Likeone'sgottoeathealthy,keepfit,takecareofhisorherskinandbe

fashionable.Eatingtherightfoodsandtherighttimemattersalottoamodel.Modelshavetoavoid

processedfoodandeatmoreofnaturalfoodswithlesscarbs.Fitnessisalmostthesamething,

doingtherightexercisetokeepfitandhealthyliketheplank,theglute,theglutefearsomefoursome

etc.Plusyouneverstoptraining.

Interviewer-Asidephotographyandfashion,arethereotheraspectsrelatedtomodeling?

Answer-Yes,wehaveVixing(theartofbeingavideovixen).

Interviewer-Howdoyouthinkmodelingrelateswithart?

Answer-Modelingrelateswithartthroughcreativity.From thedefinitionIgaveearlier,justas

artspeaksorpassesamessage,sodoesmodelingwhenitshowcasesthecreativeworkofan

artiste.

Interviewer-ModelinginAfrica?What'syourviewaboutit.Isitwhatisshouldbe?

Answer-Sofarsogood,modelinginAfricaisevolving.ModelinginAfricashowcases

originality.InfactpeoplearoundtheworldwanttoidentifywithAfricantraditionandculture.

SoIbelieveinAfricawe'rewherewewanttobeandalsogrowinghigher.
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Interviewer-WouldyouchoosetomodelforforeigncountriesoverAfrica?

Answer-IwouldChooseAfrica.BecauseIbelieveinwhatweigbo'scallAkuRuoulo.Iwantto

keepithome.AndevenifItaketheopportunitytomodelforforeigncountries,Iwillshowcase

theAfricanheritagetotheworld.

Interviewer-SomethingaboutAfricaandit'sinteractionwithart(1)ingeneral

(2)withmodeling.

Answer-Africasincethebeginninghavebeenmoreartisticthananyothercontinent,from our

language,folktales,dance,music,artistryetc.WehavealotofconnectionwithArt.

Nowwhenitcomestomodeling,ourmelaninskin,hairstyles,wayoflifeinsomanyways

interactwithart.MostforeignagenciescometodifferentcountriesinAfricatoscoutfor

modelsbecausetheyknowweinteractsowellwithourartisticlifestyle.

Interviewer-Yourexpectationsinthepathyou'vechosen?

Answer-IwanttomakeastrongimpactinthemodelingindustryinAfrica,Nigeriaand

especiallyintheeasternpartofNigeria.AndIthinki'm achievingthatgradually.

Interviewer-Somethingformodelwannabes.

Answer-Itellmystudentsalot,modelingrequires,hardwork,discipline,patience,humility,

intelligenceandgoodsocialskills.Tobethemasterofthiscraft,onehastokeepevolving,just

asmodelingevolves.

Interviewer-SomethingaboutArtingArena

Answer-IlovethefactthatsomeonethoughtofawaytoportrayAfrica'sartisticexposureto

theworldanditsactuallyreal,likeitsrealman.AndI'm happytobepartofthisdream,likewho

wouldn'tbepartofsomethingthisbig.

Interviewer-Thankssomuchforyourtime,onelasttimeonthissection,wearehappytohave

youhere.

Answer-Mypleasure.
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SUBMITTOUS

Whatdoyoudoasanartist?Doyouwrite,paint,sketch...

WeatArtingArenaareopenallthroughtheyearfor

submission.Allyouhavetodoisvisitthelinkandfollowthe

rulesandregulationsguidingthesubmission.Welookforward

toreceivingyourworks.Tosubmit,visitourwebsiteorclick

here.
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ArtingArenaLIGHTENINGAFRICAMonthly

Publicationannouncingthethemeforthenext

issue-PAST;PRESENT;FUTURE.

Delightedly,weare

publicizingthetheme

forthenextpublication

-Past;Present;Future.

Thepublicationwill

featureasusualfiction,

creativenonfiction,

poem,image,quotes,

spokenword;takinga

plus,weareintroducing

aspecialfeature–a

debate.

Toknowtherulesand

regulationsguidingthe

submission,aswellas

theinsightclickhere.
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Introducing;Artist'sPage.

ArtingArenapresents-Artist'sPage(getapage,getanaudience).AtArtingArena,wehaveone

aim,tailoredintoouroutputsandvisionandmission-topromoteart.Andhowdowepromote

artifnotbypromotingartists?Whichiswhywehavedecidedtoofferartistsacrosstheglobea

chancetogetapageandderiveanaudience.Apagethatwouldlinkuptoalltheirworksand

therebyacquireaname.Thisofferisfree,prolevelcomingsoon.

Readtherulesandregulationsguidingthepageacquisitionaswellaspointstonotebyclicking

here.



26

ArtingArenaTV

INTRODUCING-ArtingArena

ThereisanAfricanWhatsappTVdealingwitheverythingyouneedtohornyourartisticskillsas

wellaseverythingyouneedtofeelaboutart.

Itdoesn'tmatterwhoyouare(anartist,oranaudienceofart)orwhatyoudo:poem,artwork,

fiction,creativenonfiction,spokenword,painting,oranyunnamedform ofart;ArtingArena

willstageit.

ArtingArena willoperatedailyunderspecificscheduleofprogrammesthatwillbirthaesthetic

pleasuresandthelecturepartswillbeaimedatdevelopingartistsintheirrespectivefields.Itwill

alsoserveasavalidsourceofinformationregardingartingeneralandit'sdealingsas

representedbyotherliteraryplatformsacrossAfrica.

Featuring:

*Lectures

*Contests

*Writingprompts

*Poetry

*Fiction

*Creativenonfiction

*Images

*Quotes

*Publicationopportunities

*Promotions(Booksandartworks)

*Adverts

*Interviews

Tosubscribe,clickhere.Andtoremainupdatedonourprograms,followusonFacebook.



27

AbouttheCEO
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OyinBimboisapublisher,aneditor,andanauthorbasedin

Nigeria.Anartistwhoseloveforarthasbeenthefueldrivinghisartistic

aspirations.Inhisquestforinternationalrecognitionwhichhebelieves

tobenecessaryforhisfuturisticnovel,hehasbeenpublishedasapoet

on LitlightGlobal,on oneoftheirE-Mag.Hisworksoffiction and

nonfictionpiecesalsofoundahomeintheKalahariReview andhis

Motivational/Inspirationalpiece can be found on the Mwangaza

Magazine.Youcanalsofindsomeofhisarticlesonvarioustopicson

Qwenu,which is a Nigeria News Magazine.Lastly on his career

achievements,heisaliteraryawardwinnerinthe2019ATMARSTIAN

priceforliterature.

Resultingfrom hisundyingloveforartingeneral,hehascreateda

platform -ArtingArena,tofurthershowcasethebeautyofAfrica's

aestheticmindsfrom anywhereintheworld,ashebelievesthereare

covertartistswithworkscapableofrenderingtheworldagape.
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AboutUs.

ArtingArenaisasthenameimplies,anartingarena.Aplacewhereart

isshowcased.ArtingArena'smotto'fortheworld'isalsocoinedoutof

theneedtomakeartperform itsbasicessencewhichistocreated

aestheticdisplayofcreativitytotheaudience.Justasanartistsaid...

'poetryisabroth,poetsarethecook,andtheaudience;thecustomers',

ArtingArenawillbethecook,whileart,thebrothandyou,yes,youthe

reader,thecustomer.

And,'fortheworld'-Naturalandrealistictopicswillbeconsideredinour

publicationsaswellasonourblogtoo.Andtheyallwillbepublished

with aestheticapplicationsandafterthemain conceptofartand

creativityhasbeenachieved,amessagewhichcarefullyworkstowards

fulfillingthemottowillbesentacross.Hencefortheworld,illuminating

theworld,anditisstartinginAfrica.

Also,weofferthefollowingservices:-

Branding

GhostWriting

Marketing

Mentoring

Publications

WebDesigning.

Toworkwithus,sendanemailtocustomerservices@artingarena.com

formoreinformationastohowwecansatisfyyourneeds.
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Thanksforreadingus.Followour

facebookpageviathelinkaboveto

readusagainaswelookforwardto

hearingreviewsfrom you;yesyou.

www.artingarena.com


